PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT

JuIy 7, 2016 Crry OF BRYAN

Right-of-way Abandonment case no. RA16-05: a portion of Rabbit Lane

SIZE AND LOCATION: approximately 0.244 acres (12,000 square feetubfip street right-of-
way for Rabbit Lane specifically along the northemsd southeast sides
of Rabbit Lane adjacent to Block 1 of Trail's Endb8ivision, located
generally north from the intersection of Rabbit eamd Nancy Street

APPLICANT(S): Jimmy D. Ford

STAFF CONTACT: Randy Haynes, AICP, Senior Planner

SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommendapproving the requested right-of-way
abandonment, subject to a condition (see pagetBiof
staff report)
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RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUESTED TO BE ABANDONED:

On October 15, 2015, the Planning and Zoning Comsionsapproved the Final Plat of the Trail's End
subdivision which created 3 lots intended for séagimily residential use on 1.041 acres of vacand |
as well as 12,000 square feet of additional puditieet right-of-way for Rabbit Lane.

The City’s Thoroughfare Plan indicates the need dominor arterial roadway extending generally
northwest from Austin’s Colony Parkway, passingngldhe rights-of-way of Clark’s Lane and Rabbit
Lane. Rabbit Lane continues northwest from FM97&h®Old San Antonio Road (OSR) for a distance
of approximately 5.7 miles. Along most of its lemdRabbit Lane has 50 feet of right-of-way. Accoglin
to the Unified B/CS Design Guidelines, minor adéstreets should have at least 100 feet of right-o
way. With the final plat, the developer dedicatedf lthe increment necessary (25 feet) to make Rabbi
Lane a 100-foot wide right-of-way along the lengthjacent to the subject property.

Subsequent to the dedication with the approvalrandrding of the final plat, as part of the prehianiy
discussions regarding amendment to the existingtigfare plan, it was decided that a differenteon
the immediate vicinity of the subject property wibydrobably a more efficient use of land and public
resources. Rather than following the existing Aghtvay of Rabbit Lane the recently dedicated right
way may be better utilized for private purposes.

The applicant, Jimmy D. Ford, is requesting théc@f abandonment of the same portion of publiadroa
right-of-way for Rabbit Lane that was dedicatedtbhg final plat approved in October 2015. It is the
intent of the applicant to formally re-integrate ubject tract with his ownership of the adjoinisugd.

The right-of-way requested to be abandoned is 0a24ds in area, and since dedicated upon recoadiing
the final plat on December 15, 2015, has not beymaved with a driving surface nor is it in publise.

Mr. Ford has also submitted a replat request teaafate the land requested to be abandoned irnt8 Lo
of the Trail's End Subdivision. That replat requestse no. RP16-15, is now scheduled for considerat
by the Planning and Zoning Commission during itetimg on July 21, 2016. Approval of that replat
would be contingent upon prior approval by the @tuncil of this right-of-way abandonment request.

Acting on behalf of the general public, only Brysu€City Council is authorized to officially abandah
or portions of rights of way dedicated for publiseu The Planning and Zoning Commission hears and
makes a recommendation on proposals to abandosuahyrights-of-way.

ANALYSISAND RECOMMENDATION:

Excess right-of-way burdens the public with possiidntinued maintenance, liability concerns, arghis
inefficient use of urban land. The right-of-way uegted to be abandoned will be functionally integga
with adjacent land and made available for develogmeé\bandoning the subject right-of-way, will not
interfere with the smooth circulation of vehicutarpedestrian traffic.

The Site Development Review Committee and stafbrmenendapproving the request to abandon this
portion of public street right-of-waysubject to the condition that a formal replat encompassing all
property which the applicant owns or will own after abandonment of this right-of-way is filed with
the City for recording. Abandoning the subject right-of-way, as recommendeitiallow this land to be
integrated with adjacent land and, therefore alifficient and orderly urban development. Staff eowls
that the recommended rearrangement of land wikk thg most likely long-range public benefit.
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